
powerful friends  

Working together, your library, the library systems, 
and the Illinois State Library…

Share over 37,000,000 books, magazines, CD’s, DVD's, and other resources held by over 5,000 libraries in 
regional library system shared catalogs.

Keep these shared catalogs accessible to you 24 hours/7 days a week -- more than 80,000 hours annually.

Connect you with over 47,000,000 items owned by Illinois’ college and university libraries, 16.5 percent of 
the total holdings of all academic libraries in U.S.

Conveniently deliver 16,300,000 items from all types of libraries right to your local library.  Regional 
library system delivery drivers log over 2,000,000 miles statewide to make this happen.

Take you beyond the borders of Illinois, with access to more than 52,000,000 unique library materials in 
the U.S. and over 85 other countries.

Lend more than 2,300,000 library items annually through interlibrary loan to people just like you.

Provide over 1,000,000 recorded items to Illinois residents with temporary or permanent disabilities that 
prevent them from using print materials through the Illinois Network of Talking Book Libraries.  The 
Illinois Eye Institute estimates that 1.3 million Illinois adults have a vision problem that prevents 
convenient use of traditional printed material.

stuff on demand  


